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Dear friends in Christ, 

 

"Little children, keep yourself from idols."  1 John 5:13-21 

 

I was thinking about writing something else for this space this month. 

But then this morning I read the devotional thoughts of Rev. Tabitha 

Arnold as she reflected on Johnôs words above. She asked me to think 

about whatôs on my list of idols. I donôt like to think I have idols. I 

prefer to think that I am following Jesus: ñWorship the Lord your 

God, and serve only him.ò (Matthew 4:10).  

 

But, of course thatôs not true. I have many idols in my life. I will share 

a few with you: money, growing worship attendance and offerings, 

wanting to be liked, and doing what I can to make sure everyone is 

happy (including ï or is it especially? ï myself)é.  

 

Pastor Arnold quoted these words by Rev. Dr. Reuben Sheares about 

how we are to deal with our idols: "All week long, we're cajoled and 

seduced to worship all the little mini-gods of our lives. Sunday 

mornings, we come to remember the one true God." 

 

Huh. Thatôs pretty insightful! That puts a new and helpful spin on the 

1st and 3rd commandments, donôt you think? Taking time to worship on 

Sundays or Wednesdays is something that is critical to help us keep our 

focus where it belongs: worshipping and serving God alone. Itôs not 

something we ñhave toò do. Itôs something we need to do, as we seek 

to follow Lutherôs teaching about the 1st Commandment, so we ñfear, 

love, and trust in God above all things.ò 

 

So what's on your list of idols? Do you need to make a better practice 

of being in worship on Wednesdays or Sundays to remember the one, 

true God? See you at church! 
 

In Godôs service, 

 

Pastor Jim 
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In the life of faith...  
 

�‚   The Lori Circle will meet February 9 at 9:00 a.m. in the library.  Hostess is                 
     Lori Propson. 
�‚    The Penny �&�L�U�F�O�H���Z�L�O�O���P�H�H�W���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���������D�W�������������D���P�����D�W���5�X�W�K���7�R�U�U�L�V�R�Q�·�V���K�R�P�H�� 
�‚    The Vi Circle will meet February 20 at 9:00 a.m. in the youth room.     
      Hostess is Ruth Christopherson. 

Just for seniors  

Senior Christians will meet Tuesday, February 
�������D�W�������������D���P�����D�W���0�U�����/�X�F�N�\�¶�V�� 

Worship Theme:  Behold My            
Servant ... Each service focuses on a 
different aspect of the Suffering            
Servant (Christ our Savior), as           
recorded in Isaiah 52 -53.   

3:30 Worship 
6:00  Soup & Sandwich Supper (2/20) 

7:00 Worship 

Wednesday,             
February 13 is Ash 
Wednesday with           
worship at 3:30 & 
7:00 p.m .  
 
Ash Wednesday 

marks the beginning of Lent 
with ash on our foreheads. This 
cross echoes our baptismal 
anointing, when we were buried 
with Christ. The ash is a 
chilling reminder of our            
mortality, but because our 
death is now in Christ, our            
endings are beginnings.  

Save your Pennies! 
The Penny War 
will run through 

the month of               
February.           

Proceeds will go to 
Bible Camp.        

Sunday School       
students and all 
members of the   
congregation are            
encouraged to           

participate! 

Students will meet from 
10:00-12:00. Parents are 
asked to join the students 
at noon for a taco              
buffet. The retreat will 
continue for students and 
parents until 2:00 pm.  All 
fifth graders are expected 
to attend.  Participation in 
the retreat is required 
prior to receiving First              
Communion.  Also, any 
older students wanting to 
complete First                      
Communion are welcome 
to attend. Questions? 
Please call Pastor Jim at 
973-0010. 

First            
Communion 

Retreat  
Saturday,     

February 9 
from 

10:00-2:00 

First        
Communion 

will be         
celebrated at 

the 10:30     
service      

Sunday,    
February 17.   


